
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OLMéBEYONG OLD TESTAMENT, LANGUAGE, AND MATH 
By Ted Callaghan, Class of ô66 
 

 
Editor´s Note: At a voluntary meeting on April 25 of 
teachers with Administration (at which most teachers were 
present), Dr. Lyndaker and Msgr. Sampaio presented the 
parameters of a continuing discussion about the identity, 
philosophy and mission and of Our Lady of Mercy School. 
The following school days memoir adds to who we are now by 
letting us know what we were from the beginning.  Hopefully 
more such articles will be sent in by OLM Alumni. 

 
I attended a wonderful primary, middle, 

and high school in Rio de Janeiro.  When I walked 
into kindergarten in 1953, OLM was a very 
different place.  The property consisted of a very 
large and elegant two-story mansion with a 
beautiful garden and a pond with large goldfish.  It 
was located where the basketball court is today.  
The back lot was a barren playground with a long 
wooden building that served as a Church.  In 
between, there was an open shack with a zinc tile 
roof that was a combination of first and second 
grade.  The sides of this structure were open in 2 
places and occasionally closed with canvas.  It 
leaked when it rained, was hot in the summer and 
cold in the windy winter months. 

 
The school was created and developed 

because people wanted a Catholic English-speaking 
school to exist in Rio.  They were people of vision,  

 
determination, and sacrifice.  Through endless fund 
raising, tombolas (Christmas Bazaars) pledging etc., 
money was finally raised to begin the òsaw toothó 
building.  It was constructed in two or three phases.  I 
remember my father taking a second job to afford the 
pledge he had made to the building fund. 

 

I learned my multiplication tables with a 
circular saw in the background.  Putting up with 
noise was a challenge, but it was sometimes 
convenient.   If one did not know the exact answer 
to the teacherõs question, but was smart enough to 
time oneõs mumbling to the length of the board 
being cut, one might get away with not having read 
the assignment.   
 

Through the course of my 13 years at 
OLM the vision was completed.  Classrooms and 
buildings were constructed just ahead of my 
progression.  The high school building was the last 
major piece of the mosaic. 
 

OLM was way more than just a set of 
buildings.  Our classmates, schoolmates and 
teachers were the soul that provided life and 
personality to the brick and mortar.  The student 
body and teachers came from all over the world.  I 
remember classmates from Japan, U.S., Canada, 
Poland, England, Egypt, Bolivia, Columbia, France, 
Cuba, Venezuela, Peru, Denmark, Holland, India, 
Brazil, and China.  Even though the capital had 
moved to Brasilia, Rio was still very much the 
diplomatic center of Brazil.  Studentsõ families had 
all sorts of backgrounds, business, military, 
diplomatic, and local.  We had a teacher from 
Puerto Rico and our gym teacher had fled Hungary 
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This was the first 8th grade graduating class at OLM in 1957. Left to right: Jeffrey 
Donahue, Bobby Cardoso, Kare, Jean Callaghan (my sister), John Trunek.   
The background is the original mansion on the property. 



to make a life in Brazil. Many of the Felician Sisters 
that taught us were from first or second generation 
American-Polish homes.    It was a culturally rich 
environment. 

 

World events impacted our small 
community.  We had families from Poland and 
Hungary escaping the Iron Curtain.  Castroõs 
takeover of Cuba brought Miguel and Silvia to us.  
Kao Chingõs family escaped Communist China 
during the Mao years.  Turmoil in the Mid East 
brought us two Jewish-Egyptian families. 
 

Some of the schoolõs extended family went 
on to impact world events.  Franciscoõs father, 
Xavier Perez de Cuellar, later became Secretary 
General of the United Nations.  Danõs father was 
sequestered and executed by the Motoneros in 
Uruguay.  Some thought he might have been with 
the CIA.  I remember him as a stern but incredibly 
kind and fair softball umpire.  One of our 
classmates was imprisoned and tortured by the 
Brazilian dictatorship in the late 60õs. 

 

While OLM was a predominantly Catholic 
school, we had schoolmates who were Protestant, 
Shinto, Buddhist, Jewish and Hindu.  OLM was 
small as schools go, but the variety of backgrounds 

and frequent turnover provided for a hearty and 
healthy cultural exchange. 
 

Yes, I went to a great school.  I got a lot 
more out of my experience than just becoming 
proficient in Religion, Language and Math.  I am 
very grateful.  I hope that by reading this you will 
look at your school from a different perspective.  I 
hope that at least one of you will look at your 
schoolmates and teachers differently.  Appreciate 
them for who they are.  Hopefully you will consider 
how you can enrich their lives and how they might 
enrich yours.   

 

òLANCERS, LANCERS, 
TEAM, TEAM, TEAM!!!ó 

Thiago Queiroz (´08) 
 

This 
was the team 
cheer before 
every game 
that led the 
boyõs futsal 
team to a place 

on the podium at the Inter 8 tournament which 
took place at ´Acampamento Nosso Recanto 2´.  
After almost 15 years without placing for a medal, 
the futsal team was finally awarded the very much 
deserved bronze. Much dedication and many hours 
of training was put into achieving this third place, 
both from the team and their coach, Mr. Walmir de 
Souza, who was constantly showing support and 
confidence in the teamõs capacity to become 
champion.  
Competition was tough; moreover, two important 
players from the team suffered injuries before the 
trip, and were not able to participate in the 
tournament this year:  Felipe Castello Branco (õ08) 
and Christian Pedrosa (õ09).  They were deeply 
missed during the tournament, share in the 
accomplishment, and should definitely consider 
themselves winners. Only the British School and 
EABH showed to have a better team on the field, 

winning second and first place, respectively.  
Congratulations to all. 
 The girlõs volleyball team, coached by Mr. 
Marco Teixeira, also participated in the Inter 8 
tournament with the same enthusiasm and 
commitment, putting forth their best efforts during 
all the games, but unfortunately placed fifth.  
Special recognition to Captain Marina Sodré, from 
this yearõs graduating senior class, for her 
continuous devotion to the team and the 
tournament as a whole, both on and off the field. 
Her constant shouted directions and excited cheers 
during the games unquestionably motivated the 
entire team into playing their best.  

Furthermore, she again won the 
Sportsmanship Award in volleyball for OLM , 
while Renan Vidal (õ09) won for the Futsal team.  
At the end of each match, the teams would give a 
green card to a member of the opposite team they 
judged to have played with the most sportsman-
ship, and at the end of the tournament the player 
awarded the most cards won.  Congratulations to 
both for this special acknowledgement. 
 Credit also goes to Ms. Kátia Valente, 
Coordinator of the Physical Education Department 
at OLM, for making all this possible year after year 
by demonstrating trust in both teams during the 
games.  Personal thanks, as well, for allowing me as 
an editor of OLMatters to accompany the trip to 

the Inter 8 
Tournament. 
Congratulations, 
finally, to all the 
students of the Class 
of 2008 for their 

enduring and significant participation, involvement 
and perseverance as OLM Lancers throughout their 
high school years. For those who stay, the best of 
luck during future tournaments and competitions. 
The Lancers will continue to be a respected team as 
well as winners.  LANCERS FOREVER!   
Video Indoor Soccer - Inter8 '08 - OLM Lancers at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cD68qoKoHbk 

 

High School graduation 1966. Top Row Left to right: Betty Courrege da 
Silva, Lillian Faria, Verne, Betty LeMaitre, Donna Loupe, Ana Maria 
Winter, Carol McKechnie, Richard Bosco, Eileen Tilly. 
Lower Row Left to Right: Patricia Machado, Martha Souza, Anna 
Dzieciolowski, Anne Marie Brady, Cole Arrowsmith, Margie, John 
Hortum, Ted Callaghan. In front of stage is the Junior class. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cD68qoKoHbk
http://www.nr.com.br/ROOTZ/ESCGRU/torneios/2008/friendship/equipes/atletas/OLM/olm_fotos.html


MY SISTERôS VISIT 
 George Smith 

 March 28, 2008: 
Kelly Smith 
delivered two 
lectures on her 
studies in ecology 
to the 10th, 11th, 
and 12th grade 
students. Kelly 
left the topic of 
her lecture open 
to the choice of the students, allowing them to 
decide whether they would like to hear about sea 
turtle conservation efforts, rattlesnake tracking, or 
steam-powered energy plants.  

Students were shocked as Kelly described 
nearly òsmackingó a poisonous snake in the face, 
disgusted as she recalled standing waist deep in 
dead fish, and intrigued as she provided details 
about protecting new born turtles avoiding 
predators on their rush for the ocean!  

After her stay at OLM, Kelly was amazed 
at the maturity and intellectual capacity of the 
students in her audience. At one point, Kelly even 
commented that the students were more 
intellectually stimulating than the college students in 
her lab! She returned to UC Davis to continue her 
pursuit for a doctorate degree in ecology, but with 
the warm memory of her time in Rio de Janeiro.  
 

MENSAGEM DE UM 
PROFESSOR PARA OUTROé 

Marcelo Câmera ð Music Teacher 

 
Sinto-me feliz em escrever sobre minha colega e 
amiga Aline, ou Mrs. Izecksohn, como é 
conhecida aqui no OLM. 
Começo por dizer que sua discrição, o que 
considero ser uma de suas inúmeras qualidades, 
esconde de nossa comunidade a grande pessoa que 
ela é: mãe dedicada de dois filhos (Gabriel, 13 e 
Mariana, 10), esposa delicada e querida de um 
longo e feliz casamento com Carlos. Aline começou 

na estrada da educação musical em 1988 no CEAT. 
Além disso, ela 
também possui 
o título de 
bacharel em 
piano 
(instrumento 
que domina 
com perfeição) 
pela UNIRIO. 
Frequentemente 
sou surpreendido ao entrar em nossa sala de música 
e escutar uma fuga de Bach, uma sonata de Brahms 
ou um noturno de Chopin, impecavelmente, 
executados pela discreta solista, à espera de mais 
uma de suas turmas. 
Com o tempo, Aline conquista mais e mais o 
carinho dos colegas e seus alunos e isso pode ser 
observado no pátio da escola, no refeitório ou 
mesmo pelo número de ovos de páscoa que, 
literalmente, "transbordaram" pelas janelas de nossa 
sala recentemente. Ela é ́chocólatrá, embora 
controle-se com muito equilíbrio, outra de suas 
qualidades. 
Sua vinda para nossa escola, assumindo a educação 
musical da Pré-Escola e do Elementary (suas faixas 
etárias favoritas), possibilitou minha dedicação 
exclusiva ao Middle e High School (minhas faixas 
etárias favoritas) e tenho muito a agradecê-la por 
isso. Ao dividirmos a mesma sala, conversamos 
sobre vários assuntos desde economia doméstica à 
psicologia, e ela sempre demonstra um grande 
senso de justiça e sensatez em suas colocações. 
Poucos sabem, mas, recentemente, Aline descobriu 
um novo 
talento (sob o 
incentivo de 
outra colega) 
que a 
transformou em 
uma destemida 
"jipeira" que 
desafia muita 
lama e pedras no caminho, pilotando seu Pajero ou 

assumindo a responsabilidade de ser a navegadora 
oficial de seu marido e filhos. Quem diria! 
Espero que com esse pequeno depoimento eu 
tenha revelado um pouco mais do belo ser-humano 
que é Aline Izecksohn. Gostaria de lembrar a todos 
que tê-la conosco, é um enorme presente.  
 
 

STUDENT  TEACHERS 
Ana Carla Scavarda ð 3rd Grade Teacher 

 

Having a student-teacher in the classroom brings 
great benefits to 
all involved in 
the process. It 
helps teachers 
re-evaluate their 
everyday 
activities as 
these student-
teachers bring 
new ideas and 
different 
parameters to 

work with. It helps the students as they are exposed 
to native speakers. Last, but not least, it also helps 
teachers-to-be to reflect upon each experience and 
develop their own teaching styles. It was a pleasure 
to have Ms. Idsvoog as a student teacher last 
semester. Nevertheless, we only had the chance of 
meeting each other after the semester had started. 
It was a blessing to find out that we shared so many 
things in common, that we could work so well 
together, and that she could create such a strong 
and lasting bond with the students. Then, last 
semester, we were lucky to have a future student-
teacher come visit BEFORE coming to work with 
us. Michaela was with us for only a very short 
period, but during this brief time she did wonders! 
Her sincerity and spontaneity won the children´s 
affection immediately. We look forward to having 
her join us. Welcome to the OLM community,  
Ms. Michaela Isaacs! 
 



 

SPELLING BEE - A SYMBOL OF OLM 
John Majka and Rita Niederer 

 
As many regular events in school life, like the 
Quiz Bowl, the DNA (Desafio  Nacional 
Acadêmico), the Model United Nations,  regular 
editions of OLMatters,  the monthly school 
Masses,  the yearly Talent Show  and musical 
productions like Peter Pan, Cinderella and The 
Wiz  and the regular ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ  !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ 
Spelling Bee is symbolic of what makes OLM a 
good-to- great school.  All the segments of the 
school were involved willingly, enthusiastically 
and creatively. 

 Right after Easter, students started 
studying their words, teachers prepared them for 
their Bee-offs and the English Department 
involved itself in putting together the power 
point production central to the action on stage.  
The Supervisor and the teachers responsible for 
the event drew up the design for the events 
coordinator, who, supported by the carpentry 
shop, the electrician, the technology and sound 
people and the cleaning personnel, assembled 
the stage and the isolation booth for the finalists. 
 On the morning of the Spelling Bee 
everybody came early to put the final touches on 
the activities, including the Superintendent, who 
made sure the trophies and medallions were 
ready to be handed out to the deserving winners.  

          The announcers, scorer, time keep, and 
technology operator (all teachers) and the sound 
technician tested the equipment and took their 
places.    

 Finally the stage was set for the student 
participants to enter, not as nervous as could 
have been expected, but enough to make the 
competition exciting for its entire seventy minute 
duration.  Over three-hundred classmates 
cheered them with every correct word, sighed 
anxiously with every misspelling. So close!  The 
high school even had a tie-break conclusion.  
Nobody gave up, scrapping for every point.  They 
were the showτas it should be.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POPE BENEDICT XVI, GODôS 

ELEMENTARY CHAMPIONS :  
 Felipe Carneiro (4A) Maria Haniya (4B) 
 Camila Negreira (5A) Satya Kahale (5B) 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHAMPION  
Amanda Esteves,  

with Larissa Freire and Kushagra Bosamia 

HIGH SCHOOL CHAMPIONS 10TH  GRADE  
Aderbal Sabrá Filho, Daxton Wilson , Raissa Nejaim 

The school exists for the students 
to shine, to show what they know and 

have learned.  Everything OLM 
produces and does is a 

teaching/learning moment.  
Congratulations to the students who 

showed up and made all the 
community proud. 


