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Rio de Janeiro, Nov/De2008

PROFESSIONAL DAY

Teachers getting better ateaching who they are
by Claire Collins

On the day following Thanksgiving, all the teachers

of all the grades at Our Lady of Mercy School go!
togetherfor workshops in school meant to enable

4 _JA/l u_\tlt\l‘_\,

educate the Whol e

To educate the Whole Person for Global

computer savvy world has sped up the human mind
to the point where sometimes common behavioral
patterns get disturbed! How to handle special
situatbns was amply discussed.

our school mission and goals by keeping abreasi% 5

current themes, concerns, and new trends in
education.

The teacher of the XXI Century needs special
abilities never before required of educators in a
regular schodetting that include not only
excellent content knowledge, top of the line
methodology, and technological preparation, but
also an understanding about how our school
functions nowadays within a society based on le¢
standards mandated by civil law.

Theteachers had an opportunity to hear legal

advice by one of the most respected lawyers in the After lunch, the teachers worked in their own

field of school/family relationships in Rio de
Janeiro, in addition to discussing specific case
studies at OLM to ensure positive outcomes.

TheMiddleand High School teachers went on to
take part in a special seminar based on the book
"Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key" which not only
addressed the question of how to interface with
hyperactivity in school but also to realize that
education is about recogngzand working with
conditions and situations that are becoming
commonplace among our young students. Our

specialized content areas. The focus of this
moment is the upgrading of the OLM content
curriculum so hours were spent dedicated to
accomplishing the task in all departments!

The bst analysis of the day is that every one came
away from our Professional Day with something to
think about or plan for. Our mission as educators

is a clear path of challenges befotkats

transform us ase continue to rise to mebem

every day.
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A SEASON OF JOY, HOPE,
TRANSFORMATION

by John J. Majka
What is the true message of Christmas, unless
it is that God cares, that creation was not an
accident but an act of love; that humbling
oneself by becoming a baby and giving up
oneds gr eelg t, Iwaydostransferm & h e
world that is centered omand paralyzed by
power, privilege afid postiiing. Christmas is
God say..li.-'ng: 3. Do as |

-

ol i,
It may well have'been from Ais study of the
JudeoChrijgzw Scriptures that,Mahatma

h e

Gandhi congluded with thisbit of.wisdom:
oYou uss b t h change
the WO T"d'.—o'"e-""-,:

In a wongérful movie from 1975 called/es My
Father Fold Me a boy from the Jewish ghetto

in 9 2 0s8"s,_ Mot r e a asks
when the Messiah willcome. The'grandfather
says thatshe thinks the Messiah has*already

come bt we will not be able to recoghize him
until _e-ﬂ'/eryone treats each other.as br?’thers and

sisters in peace and harmon "
{LE - o

-anyoneWwanting to-hear a message of-jo¥,
hope and transformation, Christmas shouti
out joyfully into a dark night, sprinkled
hopefully with distant stars.




| 6M DREAMI NG OF A

CHRISTMAS.. . by Josh Rundlle

So begins one of the-tathe Christmas classics.

Every year around this tirtiés song gets. stuck in
my head, and this year is no exception 'But to tell

you the truth, Iom

see another white Christiiass t I e-a s -t
living here in Rio! e
Per haps, t hough, I-.'rvi

about snow when he penned his famous lyric.

Perhaps he had something more in mind when he
chose the color white over the traditional Christmas

red and green.

IQUIZ BOWL CONTEST
Bow? BethFreire

st ar tlLopes,gind Cavinnd Ippadita i
w h iaile eongiat@lated for their [

FIELD TRIP TO CABO FRIO

Jodo Victor Galhego ("11)
Quiz Bowl is over for thetkemester and
the winners are once again
members of the Class of
2010. Deborah Canepa,
Priscila Machado, Gabriella

—

On November 13,
2008 the Tenth
Grade had a field
trip to CabdFrio.
Our objective was to
learn some
biological,
geographical and
onl v ' historical aspects of

the regmn We left school at 6:30 am, with no delays. We
arrived at our Hotel in the Praia do Peré*, changed
clothes an?eheﬁchesi straight to the beach to walkllto a hi
betweéh the Praia do Peré and Praia das Conchas. As w
climbed the hill we observed the types of vegetation and

effort and knowledge! 5
/s there any other team that is ready to break Class

2@ d Preeseqestgr hold Qighe Uity 5 | i n g
BROTHERHOOD DAY

Antonia Tei X
Brotherhood Day provided a Time for Leisure, Games,
andinteraction. Although Monsignor André Sampaio

White is a color that is rich in symbolic significance, &S Notpresent, Ms. Katia Souza organized activities
that helped the class to

especially for Christians. It symboliegurity mingle to talk and listen to
with which the infant Christ, and indeed each of us, o5ch other about our lives.
came into this world. A syélher vith theése sPindMl
calls us back to the innocence of our birth, activities, there was
challenging us both to see the goodn’éss in the volleyball, basketball and
world around us and to share our oway gpodness soccer with the hot weather,
with others. - .

area. This Brotherhood Day wass/y@easant way to

White is also the color of forgiv neS rebirt nd continue the task of knowing each other better and

new life, and it is exactl thlsgthzt We. r;ai]berrt]]be@r and bondlng as a class according to the goals we set at the lunch. Aféer IlénCh \;vg K|
y i n i n g 0 fPea{cmbeglny\aEh me | Wergd and went bac

cel ebrate anew each Chrlasma@r@ &t Biwd the us, heading for

coming into the world the world and everything in the Praia do Forte. We

it was reborn. masd rsemian dsWh,i r_i St ~
us of our central Christian belief: that our God is _ EU]IEEBOE }bE SAtLAO
loving, merciful, and forgiving, and that through Artilheiro ndo € quem faz 0 gol | gee ronusie

' i &) 1uTERNO DE
Christ, rebirth and new life can be ours whenever ~ Mais bonito, mas aquele que faz o | SEEIECS
We. seekl thém maior nimero de golilton é o

artilheiro do torneio interno de ) ’?'

futebol de saldo deste ano, com 8 g

Ssé4id€ de PeRotpor |I\t'h|ﬁﬁols eV

So.,»v\{h 'Iﬁe itds a pretty
to get! anyhsnow‘hereFFm this December, it just

t m ateurgguides died for

however, the entire class spent a lot of time in the pool

DA OLM ot

some geographical aspects. We came over the hill and

down to the Praia das -
Conchas. There, we reste
for about an hour as our

some marine animals and
organisms. After th#tey
showed us the various
species you could find in
the region and we headec
straight to the Hotel for

stopped the bus about a
quarter mile from the Fort
that waselebrating 397
years since its founding
that day and walked

Maria Eduarda astoul
toward it. There we heard by the natural beauty

a quick talk about its

iMdgbrtafc8 and went

starfisho6 1 1)

mlgh__t__ be a 6White
hearts and homes be
birth,and may all your Christmases be white

Claudio, 6 gols. back to the bus to return to school.

Chri st rDa)Bmﬁo oRydhiyaso peyo professMaNyldeiyde ur
f i | |Seuzh, ageiteretha cindo anosjnomeés de fioverdbeos u s 0

durante um dia. Esse evento proporciona umaeteel | ,
oportunidade de integracdo entre os funcionarios de | _ Save the Date [
diversas areas da EscOlaMatters tem o prazer de | First Day of Class@i\-12" Grade Feb 02 :
anunciar a equipe vencedora: Mario, Daniel, Claudio,; Yalentines Day Feb 14 i

i Feb 23dFeb 25

Silvang Carlos H., Flavio Azeved®andra Xavier . Carnival
' MUN New York Mar 150 Mar 22



OPERATION SMILE CLUB

Operation Smile is a ngnofit medical The  program  provides volunteer Next to major corporations, student fundraising
service organization that provides cleft lip and opportunities for students from elementary through generates the most amount of money for Operation
palate repair surgeries to children worldwide, assistscollege, teaching them about the importance of Smile each year. Every surgery costs $240, so r
countries in reaching ssiffficiency with these multiculturalism, social awareness and civic matter how much money is raised, every penny
surgeries, and works to éfiate the occurrence of responsibility through three key areas: leadership, makes a difference.
cleft lips and palates. 2

The day was péete with interaction,
activities, and an energized, fully positive
environment. The following day, students returned
to the Hotel at the same time as the previous day
where toys were collected in order to donate then
to children who were hospitalizedhie Municipal
Hospital Municipal Jesus in Vila Isabel. The
afternoon was spent interacting with the kids, and
supplying each with a toy and a dental kit. At 1p.m
students were back at the Hotel for a final
reflection about the heart touching experieice.
was noticeable to detect a change in each of u:
Words can never describe the satisfaction of simpls
actions. Though we gave some of our time to be
with children we had never met, the reward was

service, and education. The meeting'began at 8a.m.

and by 6p.m. students had a deeper acqualntancemuch greater than the smile on their faces.

On Saturday, November 8th, OLM and With the foundation, gained leadership skills, and
EARJ students were invited to attend a conference Most inportantly, knew the basics about starting up
at the Hotel Miramar where they learned about the @ smiling club in our community. The objective of
International Student Program of Operation Smile. : -
College students fro the U.S, as well as the
coordinator of the program in Brazil, Matheus
Mattos, shared their experiences with the
foundation.

The club will start in the beginning of next

the smiling club is not only to promote Operation Semester. Anyone who wishes to join the caus
Smile’ but mainly to raise funds for the should Speak with Gabriella LOpeS, Priscila

organization. Operation Smile itself would not be Machado, Corinne Ippolito, or Ms. Katia Souza.
able to change so malives without fundraising. Giovana Rajdo ('10)



