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On Sunday, March 29, the Our Lady of 
Mercy Society  members, its Board of Directors, 
and the OLM parishioners and school families 
joined together for a celebratory Mass and 
champagne breakfast to honor the founding of 
the Society in 1919. 

 
The Mass was a simple celebration of faith 

and gratitude for the strength the Society has had 
in maintaining its original mission.  The Society of 
Our Lady of Mercy grew out of the desire of a 
few English-speaking Catholic gentlemen: an 
Englishman, an Irishman, a Scott, an Australian, 
and a Canadian who wished to have a community 
where they could attend Mass in their mother 
tongue of English. 

Class of 74 
Second row, fourth from 
the right is Ms. Rosana 
Stepanski (Ms. Paes) 

From left to right: Claire Collins; 
Mrs. Vanda Almeida-Lima, Monsignor André Sampaio and Mr. Ammirabile; 
Mr. Ferrer, Mrs. Murchie and Mrs. Pacheco 
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Our Lady of Mercy Parish was instituted but not 
named until years later, moving its small congregation from 
church to church in the city of Rio de Janeiro and led by 
several orders of priests, the most important of which were 
the Franciscans. 

 
After nearly 30 years, the Society decided to add a 

school for young children to the Parish, the mission 
continuing to be to provide an education for families that 
sought an education for their children in the English 
language of their homelands. 

 
And so, after years of fund raising, in Dec of 1951, 

a house on Visconde de Caravelas in Botafogo was 
purchased. In March of 1952, the first Kindergarten class 
was inaugurated and in May of 1953 a temporary wooden 
chapel was completed. In June of the same year the first 
Mass was celebrated. 

Claire Collins  Mrs. Marina Hunter and son Tony Hunter 

Last February, 27th the Vatican announced 
that Pope Benedict XVI had appointed 
Archbishop Orani João Tempesta  to head 
the Church in Rio de Janerio, the most 
important See in Brazil, the most populous 
Catholic country in the world.  
 
Most Reverend Orani João Tempesta, O. Cist. 
was born on June 23, 1950 in São José do Rio 
Pardo, Brazil. 
(for more information see page #14) 

Monsignor André Sampaio 

The OLM emblem 
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The 2009 Science Fair, on March 27th and 28th, was a wonderful experience not only for the 
students but for teachers and parents as well. The pictures in this edition tell the story of how we 
exceeded any expectations we could have had.  The projects were created with a huge deal of effort 
and responsibility.  That is why the Lancers were so proud to present their projects to their families 
and friends. The students presented a variety of high-level projects in different scientific areas: Cellular 
Respiration, Non Newtonian Fluid, the Human Body, and Biodiesel. 

Raquel Braga 

Chemistry students offered an integrative and comprehensive approach to a hot issue 
in science today �² the use of renewable sources of energy derived from biomass. They 
addressed the uses of biodiesel, the technology of production processes, climate change 
trends in the world (Biodiesel Group); production of feedstock (Oleaginous 
Production Group); and what to do with the co-products of biodiesel production, e.g. 
glycerin (Soap Production Group). The students made real time demonstrations of 
vegetable oil, biodiesel, and soap production. The Periodic Table Group offered 
visitors an overview of the presence of Chemistry in our lives.   

Raimundo Damasceno and Geraldo Maciel 
 

8th Grade - Human Body 

 Origin of Life  �² 7th Grade 


