
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  Our esteemed Superintendent, Dr. Charles 
Richard Lyndaker, will be missed by an 

entire community of international families, 
teachers, students, and staff members at 
OLM who have come to rely on his style and 
pedagogical viewpoint as their central point 
of reference.  He has accomplished so many 
important things:  Among them has been his 
active contribution to the enhancement of the 
American image through Our Lady of Mercy 
School not only in the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
but in Brazil, and worldwide.  He put OLM on 
the international American school map.   
 

  Since Dr. Lyndaker was first 
named Superintendent of Our 
Lady of Mercy School in 1981, 
he successfully constituted the 
School‘s recovery process from its crisis in 
1979, directing all aspects of the School‘s 
reconstruction to regain its place as one of 
Rio de Janeiro‘s most important American 
traditional learning institutions, recognized, 
consulted, and respected in Brazil and 
internationally.   
 

  Dr. Lyndaker encourages community 
members of all nationalities who have 
become part of OLM School, to put forth their 

ideas and to integrate different cultural 
systems with the American way of life so as 
to create a richer experience for their 
children.  Dr. Lyndaker believes in providing 
the means to give children of every culture 
an equal chance as long as they have the 
courage of their convictions.  He is the heart 
and soul of the mission of the Our Lady of 
Mercy School.  Under Dr. Lyndaker´s 
leadership, an annual exchange program of 
American University Student Teachers was 
established, over one hundred university 
scholarships were awarded, the school´s first 

multi-media center was 
created, new science and 
technology laboratories were 
built, the laptop program 
established, and the student 

body increased by over 400%. 
 

  Our gratitude and respect go beyond words 
as we bid Dr. Lyndaker farewell.  We 
congratulate him for the legacy he leaves 
behind.  We take solace in the idea that Dr. 
Lyndaker´s presence will remain at OLM 
forever; he will be with us in every classroom 
and hallway, in every corner of our campus 
for all time.  

Claire Collins 

“We congratulate him for 
the legacy he leaves 

behind.” 



 FARE THEE WELL, FRIEND 
by John J. Majka 

 

Watching Dr. Lyndaker teach is almost surreal.  
Immediately you notice he is completely at home in the 
classroom.  He´s articulate, affable, affirming.  

 
He uses his whole body:  a wonderful array of gestures and 
voices and facial expressions that amuse, inform, enlighten. 

A  slight, barely noticeable hop, a slide, a quick step—he´s 
dancing in the room between the students and the board, 

bringing everything into harmony, gliding with his vast 
knowledge of the subject matter and his methodological 
know-how. 

 
He mysteriously, most naturally, seeks 
out the participation of his students. He 

brings them into the conversation with an 
encouraging glance, an interested 

furrowing around his eyebrows, a smile 
of recognition and appreciation. 
 

Students are more of an audience to him than a group of 
younger people needing whatever wisdom he has to offer. 
An audience is not looked down upon but, rather, played to:  

when he´s relaxed and in his element, a touchable 
symbiosis occurs that´s exciting to watch or be part of.  

 
After his last class he commented about how surprised he 
was at all that the students had remembered from the 

previous class.  I answered that they had paid attention.  
But actually what I should have said was: ―You made it easy 

for them to remember!‖ 
 

To do anything for 30 years is a feat in itself.  To 
receive sincere praise and gratitude for those 30 years is 
unusual—historically reserved for a very few, special men 

and women. 
 
To be an Educator-Superintendent, ideologically committed 

to what is consistently best in and for the students, and 
their teachers and their families is unique. To have been so 

for 30 years—same country, same city, same profession, 
same institution—remarkable. 
 

Those 30 years have brought Dr. Lyndaker 
to conclude that it is most important in life 
to know when to stop doing something, 

when to let go and move on to another 
challenge—something else he always 

wanted to do and now can; or to take the 
time to wait for the right moment to do something he never 
thought of, never DREAMED of doing, and now would be 

ready to do, without regret or hesitation. 
 
Dr. Lyndaker, 30 years may just be the appropriate 
time to have read the signs your body and mind have 
given you…to sit back…maybe to write your 
memoirs…certainly to give more time to drink from 
the well of your spirituality—to sit with God for a 
while and let the Spirit console and heal and inspire.   
 
May those whispers in your heart bring you deep 
peace and, for many more years to come, continue to 
excite you with questions and insights to be shared 
with us. Thank you. 

(This reflection was inspired by having 
assisted special Sociology classes Dr. 

Lyndaker gave to the 11th Grade about Max 
Weber and other theorists dealing with the 

formation of formal groups.) 
 



 

 

Thiago Barata- 11th 

Matheus Scuta  10th 

Jonas de Castro  11th 

João Victor Galhego  

12th 

 

 

 

 

César Miranda - 12h 

Nicholas Reed  11th 

Fernanda Machado  11th 

Giulianna Cupello  11th 

 

 
 

MESSAGES ONLY NEW FATHERS COULD WRITE! 

 
We welcomed our first child Nicholas into the world on April 20, 2011.  Like many expecting 
parents during pregnancy, my wife and I experienced anxiety about the "what-ifs" and often 
discussed what it would be like to be parents.  On that day we found out very quickly what the 
love of a child would mean.  For us the gift of life is such a blessing that can only be explained 
through the birth of a child.  Being a parent has been the most amazing experience and we only 
look forward to watching our son grow up and become part of our OLM family! Christopher and 
Adriana 

 
 
 

One of the new events of the 2011 Science Fair  was the 

Knowledge Bowl.   Students from 10th, 11th and 12th grades had 

the chance to compete academically in the Science and Math 

areas. The competition was challenging, while providing an 

exciting, fun-filled opportunity to place students in the spotlight 

where they could show off their knowledge.  

 

Knowledge Bowl  is a scholastic academic competition that takes 

place twice a year among 8 schools in Brazil.  It includes various 

areas of study such as Literature, Science, Geography, Math, 

Philosophy, Mythology, Fine Arts and current events. In 2011/2012 

school year, OLM will be preparing 9th through 12th grade 

students to participate in this challenging event.  We look 

forward to this interscholastic event, which will help showcase our 

studentsõ academic accomplishments. More pictures: 
http://www.olmrio.com/events_2010_2011/science_fair_knowledge_20

11.html       Christopher Cole  

I never thought that becoming a father would be such a heavenly experience, despite the few 
nights I didn't get much sleep. Anyhow, fatherhood has almost completely changed my life, since I 
really want to be a good example for my son of an ethical human being and involved citizen. From 
now on, my every decision will first take Bernardo into consideration.  I feel the burden of that 
responsibility but I am pretty happy, especially since I have received so much support, and gifts, 
care, and congratulations from my colleagues and students. As soon as Bernardo is able to leave 
home for other places besides his garden and grandma's house, I'll bring him over to OLM. Then 
you'll be able to share my joy, too.  Portilho and Flavia 

http://www.olmrio.com/events_2010_2011/science_fair_knowledge_2011.html
http://www.olmrio.com/events_2010_2011/science_fair_knowledge_2011.html


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In our òScience Fairó we received special visitors, my former students from 
when Ms. Martins and I taught second grade. Look how they grew up! Itõs 

rewarding to see that!   Love, Ms. Menezes JK B Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUCO 2011 - 2012 
President. Fernanda Merege 
Vice.  Alexander Reed 
Treasurer. Jonas Castro 

Secretary. Giuliana Cupello 

One more time, the title theme of the 
2011 OLM Yearbook says it all: It is a 
tribute to the School. 
 
The participation of everyone makes the 
OLM‗s annual book another special 
edition.  
 
The uniqueness of the school comes out 
in its producing a yearbook that is a 
constantly improving version of itself, 
doing ever greater justice to the 
accomplishments of students, staff, 
teachers and parents. 
       

[JJM] 

Mr. Maciel ð 
Chemistry High 
School Teacher ð 
Sophomores, 
Juniors and 
Seniors of ´11 

Of the 15 years I have been a student of OLM, I was on the Student 
Council in 7 of them.  This student organization helped me grow as a 
person, and was an important part of my stay in OLM. During the past 
two years that I was President, I especially tried to help create the best 
environment this school could offer the students. With graduation 
coming up, it is with great feeling that I say goodbye to a very significant 
part of my academic life. I hope the future student council is able to 
follow the steps of the two wonderful groups of students I led. With the 
passing of the gavel, I wish them luck in the challenges ahead of them.  

Giovanna Miranda (´11) 
 



 

Advanced Placement Program  
 
The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester college introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors during 
their first year in the Unites States. The AP Biology Exam is three hours in length and is designed to measure a studentΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
of modern Biology. After showing themselves to be qualified on the AP Exam, some students, in their first year of college, are permitted to take upper-
level courses in Biology or register for courses for which Biology is a prerequisite. 
 
This is the best group of Biology students I have 
had in many years! 
 
 I'll miss you: Amanda Brasil-Leigh,  
Barbara Padovani, Maria Eduarda Roche, and 
Giovana Miranda 
 
 I wish you a great future! 
 I Love you!!  Ms. Braguinha 
 
 
The main goal of AP Calculus is to prepare students to take the AP (Advanced Placement) Calculus AB test. Students need to master concepts of 
Limits and Continuity, Derivatives and Applications, Integrals and Applications along with a preparation to use graphic calculators (TI-84plus). To my 
group 2010/2011: Congratulations for surviving the long hours of the challenging AP test. I am very proud of you and the course you chose to take 
during your senior year. Good luck in your career choice. Do not forget that once you have gone through Calculus, everything else will be very easy at 
the University (at least during your first college period...). Thanks for your attention and respect:  it has been a pleasure working with you.  
In the 2011/2012 school year, students will use Maple-15 to develop their computer skills while learning Calculus concepts.        Elizabeth Freire 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rafael Moreira, Rafal Patrocínio, Alejandra Loaiza, Amanda Brasil-Leigh,  

César Miranda, Patrícia de Sá and João Victor Galhego 



Good evening, and thank you all for coming. It is a great honor for me to speak 
in the name of this amazing class, and I would like to start off by thanking all 
the teachers and staff that ever helped us throughout these long school years. 
Educators have great responsibilities, because they are partially in charge of 
shaping young people. This school does more than shape us academically, 
though--it helps shape character and it had a huge influence in the formation of 
the people we are now. Today is a very special day for the Class of 2011, as it 
is the end of an extremely important period in our lives. Some might even say it 
is the end of an era in OLM. Not only are we leaving, but school as we know it 
is changing.  
 
Graduating high school is, for most people, the 
very exciting start to their adult lives. From now on 
we have a larger power of decision upon our 
future, and this is a great thing. But all changes, 
even the ones we long for the most, are greeted 
with a certain melancholy. What we leave behind is 
a part of ourselves; we must die in one life before 
we can enter another. And as we look at what we 
have accomplished throughout all these OLM 
years, we realize that leaving our childhood behind 
is harder than we would have imagined. 
 
Throughout most of our lives, this amazing school 
did so much more than teach us--it gave us a 
home with teachers that truly cared about us and 
friends, who were always there no matter what. 
And while looking to the future is very important, I 
think that today is above all a day for looking to our 
past. It is in the past where we find what has 
changed us into who we are. 
 
The class of 2011 is made of so much more than 34 students. It is made up of 
every story and situation we underwent together, of every teacher that spared 
a few minutes to pass on some wise words, of every vote of confidence this 
school deposited in us. This place we were lucky to study in is unique, and it is 
responsible for uniting this singular group of people.  
 
There are not enough words in the world that could possibly begin to describe 
what it feels like to belong to this class. My friends, we are a very 
unconventional sort of family. You know how  everyone has a weird uncle in 
the family, who maybe drinks too much during Christmas dinner and says 
embarrassing things, or that really old great aunt, who always wants to know if 
you finally got a boyfriend, or girlfriend.  And many times we catch ourselves 
thinking " why was I born in such a weird family?"  Life placed us into this weird 
family that is the Class of 2011 with some people, who are always too lazy to 
do things on time, with some who make jokes out of everything, and with 

others who have kind hearts and wouldn't dare to speak badly of anyone. And 
much like everyone's unconventional family, who may even be a bore at times, 
at the end of the day, when you are in trouble, you know they are only one 
phone call away from helping you out.  
 
Life will never place you in the perfect family, instead it forces you to be with 
people who will help you grow and develop into a better person, and many 
times these people are the ones who are the most different from you. I might 
even dare say that these people will often times annoy you. You see, this is the 

type of class who will laugh at you when you fail, 
but will also be the first one to tell you to try 
again, and again, and again; and for all these 
times they will be there for you. 
 
It is the type of class that is always laughing at 
itself, and never forgets that you once might have 
said something like "Africa is a country" or that 
you found petroleum in your back yard. We are 
the type of class that argues about every single 
decision we have to make, because we all care 
so much about what is going to happen. But 
mostly, we are the unique Class of 2011, and 
when we set our minds to something, our 
accomplishments are never lower than 
outstanding.  
 
And, following the old saying that a picture is 
worth a thousand words, I decided to save us all 
some time and show all of you what it means to 
have lived in this class. (VIDEO) 
 

As parting words I would like to leave you all with some advice for your future. 
Today we start a different part of our lives, and the decisions we make now will 
alter who we will become . I look at all of you and I see future doctors, lawyers, 
engineers, and designers, but mainly I see interesting people. Don't ever get 
lost in greed or in the troubles life never fails to provide you with. Remember 
that in the end of your life the only things that will matter are what you have 
done and who you have touched. What you have will be entirely useless, if you 
have no one to share it with. Do not lose your focus from what is truly 
important, and live a life you would be proud to own up to. Look always to the 
future, but do not forget that it is your past that shows who you are.  
 
And finally I would like to personally tell you all that the effect you had on me 
and on my life is unforgettable. You have all changed me, and I love you all for 
this. Thank you for the wonderful moments you have all shared with me, I am 
honored to forever belong in what is the Class of 2011.    

Amanda Brasil-Leigh 

 



 

Thesis Presentation - Seniors - 2011 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alejandra Loaiza A Study of the Berlin Wall after Twenty Years of its Fall 

Amanda Brasil-leigh 
A Study on the effect Extremist Islamism Groups have on the Way Muslim women 

are Treated and Perceived Worldwide 

André Wiltgen Domingues 
Machado Nogueira 

A Study on the Rio de Janeiro – São Paulo High-Speed Train and Its Acceptance 
Among Travelers 

Andrew Mohammed 
A Study on Cybercrime Amongst Youngsters, its Consequences and Possible Means 

to Avoid It 

Antonia Pinheiro Teixeira 
A Study on the Changes in Angola after Independence due to the Assistance of the 

United Nations 

Barbara Padovani A Study on the Knowledge of People About Psychopaths 

César Miranda 
A Study on the Advantages and Disadvantages of the Use of Nuclear Energy in Rio 

de Janeiro 

Cláudia Ammirabile 
A Study on the Different Expectations for the 2016 Summer Olympic Games in Rio 

de Janeiro 

Eduarda Ferraz A Study on the Quota System Applied I Brazilian Public universities 

Eric Resende A Study about the Interference of Religion in Medical Procedures 

Fernanda Da Silva 
A Study of the Changes in Ophthalmological Services in the Public Sector of Rio de 

Janeiro 

Giorgio Villani Rajão 
A Study of the Use of Private Military Companies in the United Nations Stabilization 

Mission in Haiti 

Giovanna Franco A Study on the Effect of Hypothyroidism in Women 

Giovanna Miranda A Study on How Literature Promotes the Concept of Human Rights 

Guilherme Cordeiro A Study on autonomy of Thought based on the studies of Carlos Pecotche 

Helena Machado 
A Study on Visual Design Used to Promote Environmental Causes and How it 

Affects the Awareness of Populations 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivan Varella A Study on Sociological Study of Criminal Behavior and Rehabilitation 

João Rodolpho B. G. de  

Porto d´Ave 
A Study of Metrossexuality responds and Tendency among Teenagers 

João Victor Rabelo Pires de 
Oliveira Galhego 

A Study on Howard Gardner´s Multiple Intelligence Theory on the Scouting and 
Recruiting Process of Athletes 

Louise Marie Hurel Silva Dias 
A Study about Obsessive Compulsive Disorder and its Effects on the Brazilian 

Society 

Luigi Soares A Study on the Use of Social Networks among Teenagers and Adults 

Manuela Almeida 
A Study on the Digital Media´s Affect on the Relationship Teenagers have with the 

Environment 

Maria Eduarda Leitão A Study on the reverse of the Migration from the Northeast to Rio de Janeiro 

Maria Eduarda Roche A Study on the Activation of Brain´s Reward System 

Marusia Alves 
A Study of the Effects of American TV Shows on Teenagers´ Behavior and Life 

Decisions 

Matheus Larangeira A Study about Martial Arts and how it Improves its practitioners´ Behavior 

Nathalie Ullmann Lima Haddad 
A Study on the Efficiency of the Hague Convention on International Child 

Abduction 

Patrícia Costa Monteiro de Sá 
A Study on Rio de Janeiro´s Demand for Energy and the Alternative Ways that 

Eletrobras Furnas is able to Supply it 

Priscilla de Araújo A Study on the United Nations Interventions ina Modified Geopolitical World 

Rafael Moreira 
A Study on the Social-Economic Impact of Hosting the 2014 World Cup in the 

Brazilian Society 

Rafael Patrocínio A Comparative Study of Two Theories that Sustains the Creation of the Universe 

Roberta Hélcias 
A Study on the Satisfaction of Private High School teachers in Rio de Janeiro 

concerning ENEM 

Sandra Forero 
A Study on Trademarks and their Influence on Adolescent´s Purchasing 

Preferences 



WHAT A DREAM IT WAS! 
Studying in the United States. 

 
By Flavio Malaquias 

 

In the beginning of this 
year, I went to Teaneck, New 
Jersey to improve my English 
at an ESL course with ELS 

Language Centers, a 
company that teaches 
English in the US. The 
classes were at Fairleigh 
Dickenson University (FDU) a 
metropolitan campus. My 
accommodations were a 
home-stay (with a local 
family) I lived a little bit of the 
American culture. I had 
breakfast at 8:00 AM and 
dinner at 6:00 PM (too early) 
prepared by my host mother, 
Ms. Lee, a Yankees fan. In 

the same house, lived two students, one Chinese and the other 
Uruguayan.  We each had our own bedroom.  

―My house‖ was close to the university—a ten-minute walk; 
the classes were from 8:40AM to 12:30 PM. On the first day I 
went to class in my Flamengo t-shirt and suddenly I heard 
someone next to me shout out: ―Wherever I go I find a 
Flamenguista!‖ Of course, those words came from a Brazilian 
student. I met people from different parts of the world: from 
Japan, China, South Korean, Russia, Georgia, Ukraine, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and others. I made a 
lot of friends, who made it so interesting because I learned 
English and at the same time about life in different cultures too. 

I lived close to Manhattan so I went there many times. I 
just had to take a bus and in 40 minutes I was in the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal on 8th Avenue and 34th Street located in 
the heart of Manhattan.. From there I visited famous places like 

Times Square near 42nd Street,  5th Avenue, Central Park, 
Lincoln Center, Rockefeller Center, The Empire State Building, 
the Natural History Museum, Chinatown and many other places.  

For the first time in my life I saw snow and felt the cold 
weather. The snow is so beautiful, but together with the snow 
come problems: when it snows a lot, the classes are canceled 
because it is dangerous.  So every day I had to check the 
university website to see if the public safety of the university 
allowed the campus to be open. I missed many classes and had 
to stay at home 
because many 
places were closed 
and the buses were 
stopped. For 6 
weeks there we had 
to walk on icy streets 
and sidewalks. 
Luckily, I didn‘t slip 
and fall, because all 
my friends did; it 
seemed so easy to go down. As to the temperature, it got down to 
7º F (- 14° C), just a little bit too cold. I simply froze! The biggest 
problem was the wind. Sometimes I couldn‘t feel my nose and 
ears. 

I would be happy to 
answer any questions or 
exchange experiences 
with anyone who might 
want to do so.  I want to 
thank the people of OLM 
that helped me in this 
adventure from the bottom 
of my heart. They will be 
forever in my mind.  

  I hope to go back to the US soon to continue my studies. 

 



2011 Superintendent´s Highest Award for 
Outstanding Professionalism - Renata Ghiotti 

 
This past school year saw the 
implementation of one of the most 
ambitious XXIst Century initiatives 
at Our Lady of Mercy School:  the 
implementation of Spanish for 
every class level from 6th through 
12th grade in Middle and High 
School.  There is one teacher that 
deserves the Superintendent´s 
Highest recogni-tion for this:  She 
was the teacher who researched 
the most appropriate new model 
for online coursework for high 
school, while teaching a different 
Middle School program three times 
a week.  She taught Spanish to all 
students in grades 6 through 12 
this year, a feat in and of itself.   
      We take great pride in 
honoring this teacher who made 
this plan work.  She took 
responsibility not only for 

researching, identifying and negotiating the acquisition of the 
Spanish program between the Instituto Cervantes and OLM, but 
this teacher also learned to use the new software, teach it to the 
students, and successfully interfaced with the IT Departments 
both at OLM and at the Instituto Cervantes throughout the school 
year. She has been fully responsible for the process of 
purchasing licenses for every student, and even  motivated 16 
Seniors to commit to taking the final DELE exam of proficiency in 
the Spanish Language. 
       For this outstanding show of professionalism by a teacher 
who has consistently worked hard to provide excellent classes, 
for the dedication and remarkable motivation of this teacher, we 
are honored to name Renata Ghiotti Our Lady of Mercy School´s 

outstanding professional of the year!  
 



 

2011 Honored Middle School Teacher - Fátima Miranda 

 

In Middle School, teachers are required to function at a 
specialized level of pedagogy mixed with an innate understanding 
of their students and their needs that makes them outstanding in 
their own right.  There are middle school teachers that care about 
students´ grades, others that care about behavior, others that are 
the students´ friend and confidante, and still others that teach 
their subjects really well, and are interesting and fun to learn 
from. 
       
But then there are middle school teachers who are all of these 
things.  They care every day about how their students are 
developing as human beings.  They pay attention to how they feel 
and sometimes offer advice.  This year, one middle school 
teacher demonstrated pro-active interest in her students´ well-
being both in school and out of school.  When necessary, this 
teacher sought to identify positive solutions through the proper 
channels and encouraged her students wholeheartedly to excel in 
school..  She has been available to talk to and to confide in.  She 
can ―read her students‖ without having them utter a single word. 

 
      This year, the Honored 
Middle School Teacher is 
this someone who has 
consistently worked closely 
with her students; she has 
put her own professional 
reputation on the line to 
ensure that students 
receive whatever support 
necessary.  She has 
demonstrated daily that 
although her academic 
expectations are high, comprehension of the Middle School mind 
and heart is most important of all. 
      Our Lady of Mercy School is honored to present this year´s 
Middle School Honored Teacher Award to one of its finest 
teachers.  Congratulations to Miss Fátima Miranda.   

 
Ms. Miranda & 7th B 

O Mistério Final – adaptação de Heitor Cony e Ana Lee 
 



2011 Hors Concours Teacher - Elizabeth Freire 
 

      This year Our Lady of Mercy 
School is deeply honored to 
recognize the distinguished 
accomplishments of this teacher 
who has consistently been the 
OLM model of dedication to 
lifelong learning through acts, 
deeds, and attitudes since she 
began at Our Lady of Mercy 
School many years ago. 
       
 This teacher entered OLM as a 
young, enthusiastic graduate from 
a fine university in Rio de Janeiro 
who, over the years, stayed with 
OLM through good times and bad, 
maturing alongside the school, 
shaping its mission and 
implementing its ideals, and who 
continues to foster pride in 
rising to the challenge of 
improving OLM´s academic 

accomplish-ments that have created the school we have 
today. 
       
This teacher has been the coordinator of academic extra-
curricular programs in high school for over 10 years;  she has 
been the chair of her Math Department for over 15 years; and 
is the coordinator of the current thesis program.  This teacher 
created and implemented OLM´s Quiz Bowl;  researched and 
applied tendencies in standardized college testing from both 
the USA and Brazil to students on Saturday mornings once a 
month.  She is a teacher who cares about setting students up 
to succeed beyond their wildest dreams! 
       
This teacher has consistently prepared the largest number of 
OLM students annually to take the Calculus Advanced Placement 
Exam.  She embraces new challenges with vigor.  She was 

responsible for pioneering this year´s participation of OLM in the 
AASB Math League competition for both Middle School and for 
Algebra I.  This year, she also introduced the AASB Knowledge 
Bowl format into the Science Fair Quiz Bowl.  Additionally, this 
teacher has set up two teams to compete in the ―Desafio 
Nacional Acadêmico, DNA‖. 
This teacher knows no limits.  She fights for the technological and 
pedagogical tools she needs to reach her students better; she 
seeks out professionals who can enlighten the staff.  She actively 
coaches both teachers and students, raising the bar for all of us 
at OLM.   
 
This teacher´s students are known in school to reach way beyond 
their expectations; she gets them to respond to her absolute 
belief in their infinite capacity to do better and better. In class, this 
teacher gives three levels of Math 
concurrently.  She has been at the 
top of her game her entire 
professional career. 
       
 

 In the year 2007, Our Lady of 
Mercy School awarded this 
teacher ―Teacher of the Year 
Hors Concours‖.  However, this 
year, she has outdone herself.  
We are proud and honored to 
recognize Ms. Beth Freire this 
year. 
 
 

 
 



 

2011 Honored High School Teacher - Geraldo Maciel 

 
         This year´s Honored High 
School Teacher has demonstrated  
exceptional talent and mastery in his 
field of specialization since he began 
at OLM in 2008. This year he rose to 
the challenge of teaching every grade 
from 9 through 12 in high school.  He 
is highly esteemed by his students, is 
a model 21st Century teacher whose 
high energy and creative teaching 
ability ensures his students acquire 
the broadest possible base of 
knowledge while instilling curiosity 
and fostering pride in their 
discoveries. 
      
 This teacher often leads in the 
classroom with his comraderie and 
sense humor. He creates 

extraordinary power point presentations and impeccable study 
guides, evident in his moodle postings and test designs.  This 
teacher in all ways operates at the top of his game.    
      

 As part of the new Science Fair Symposium format for high 
school, this teacher showed exemplary leadership in the 
coordination of the details of the event along with his colleagues.  
His plan for the future is to promote future thesis hypotheses in 
the field of science. 
        

It is a great honor not only to thank this teacher for his consistent 
involvement for the good of OLM and its mission, but to recognize 
him for having that level of excellence that cannot be measured 
by any instrument, but rather in the lifelong relationships between 
staff and students that begin  
right now. 
 

      For being an exemplary High School teacher at Our Lady of 
Mercy School, we are proud to honor Mr. Geraldo Maciel.  
 

2011 Teacher of the Year - Simone Souza 
 
It is with honor that Our Lady of 
Mercy School chooses Simone 
Souza to receive this year´s 
Teacher of the Year Award for 
her outstanding dedication to 
her first grade students during 
their first year of academic life in 
Elementary School.  Ms. 
Souza is a serious, serene, and 
kind professional who reaches 
her young learners through a 
caring methodology that has as 
its underlying strong point her 
own personal stability, giving her 
students the security they need 
to take the giant step from Pre 
school to Elementary School. 
We thank her for laying the 
groundwork in the First Grade 
for the success of her students at OLM School! 
 

 
2011 Honored Pre-School Teacher – Flavia Malouk 

 
This year´s Honored Pre-School teacher is an icon at OLM for the 
standard of excellence she has consistently maintained 
throughout her teaching career.  Ms. Flávia Malouk graduated 
from OLM in 1984 and has the unique characteristics of an OLM 
alumna - dedicated to the mission of Our Lady of Mercy  school, 
upholding its mission every day inside the classroom and out: she 
sets the standard and raises the bar. 
           Ms. Malouk received the Teacher of the Year Award in 
2008. 
Her ongoing track record of excellence translates into happy, 
adjusted pre-school students who have the benefit of her 
teaching experience from which to build their own success.  
           Thank you, Miss Flávia Malouk!  It is an honor to recognize 
your contribution to OLM this year. 
 
 



2011 Honored Helper of the Year – Adriana Pereira 

 
This year, OLM is honored to 
recognize the work of one of 
the most dedicated helpers in 
the Pre-School sector.  Ms. 
Adriana Pereira has been a 
consistent, faithful, and 
effective presence in the 
classroom both in support of 
her pre-school teacher and in 
her interaction with her pre-
school students.  She is a team 
player, widely appreciated by 
her colleagues and the pre-
school staff. 
        We thank Ms. Adriana Pereira for her years of commitment 
that have resulted in an organized classroom and smooth pre-
school experience for her young students.  Ms. Pereira´s work 
has made a fundamental difference and contributes largely to the 
mission of Our Lady of Mercy School. 
 
 

2011 Honored Elementary Teacher - Monica Ramaciotti 
 

Ms. Ramaciotti is a patient, caring 
and effective teacher.  She knows 
just how to deal with the 3nd 
graders and handles all of the 
responsibilities that go with this 
grade level with efficiency and 
grace. 
Ms. Ramaciotti is loved by all 
members of the community 
because of her gentle nature and is 
always helpful, cooperative and 
positive. 

It is a pleasure to have such a wonderful person as a 
member of the Elementary team! 
 

National Honor Community Inductee for 2011 
OLM High School Guidance Counselor - Cristina Machado 

 
Since her entrance at OLM, Cristina Machado functions in the 
high school guidance 
department above and 
beyond the call of duty 
every single day. She 
actively ensures that 
students find a path 
and take the steps 
necessary to reach 
their goals after 
graduation. 
 

This includes unusually 
high pro-active work on 
her part to ensure 
thesis requirements 
are met, that grade 
expectations are clear 
and students set up to 
meet them, that 
parents are informed of every decision and encouraged to 
participate, that delicate guidance issues are handled, that 
students get out and visit schools and college fairs, and sign up to 
take all the standardized testing in high school up to and including 
ENEM and SATs. 
 
Ms. Machado also fights to secure scholarships and get wait-list 
students accepted.  She sets up career day and accompanies 
high school students on Brotherhood Days. Cristina is 
exceptionally caring of each student as if each were her own. 
 

We are honored to have chosen Ms Cristina Machado to be part 
of the OLM Excelsior Chapter of the NHS as this year´s National 
Honor Society Community Member.  She is an outstanding, loyal, 
and trustworthy citizen of this community who has been central to 
the success of our students. 
 



 

OLMatters extends huge congratulations to this year´s High 
School Senior invited by Ms. Renata Ghiotti to take the DELE 
exam of Proficiency in the Spanish Language that was offered at 
the Instituto Cervantes on Saturday May 21. You have been the 
pioneers of this new program and shown so much progress in 
Spanish. 
 
We are proud to announce: Manuela Almeida, Marusia Alves, 
Louise Marie Dias, João Victor Galhego, Nathalie Haddad, César 
Miranda, Giovanna Miranda, Maria Eduarda Roshe, Fernanda 
Silva, Amanda Brasil-Leigh, Guilherme Cordeiro, Eduarda Ferraz, 
Mattheus Laranjeira, Maria Paula Leite, Helena Machado, Luigi 
Soares, Antonia Teixeira. 
 

En el inicio del último año,  hemos tenido una sorpresa, 
pues el ―High School ― tendría que hacer clases de español. 
Sobretodo para nosotros, los Seniors, era más una tarea junto a 
la tesis y los vestibulares. Apesar de todas las dificultades, ha 
sido una  oportunidad de adquirir un diploma  que tiene el título 
oficial de ámbito internacional, otorgado por el Instituto 
Cervantes, el DELE (Diploma de Español como Lengua 

Extranjera). 
 
A lo largo del año y de acuerdo con nuestro desempeño 

en las clases, fueron nominados por la profesora de español, 
Ms.Ghiotti, algunos alumnos para hacer la prueba el 21 de mayo 
de 2011. 

 
Lo que en  el comienzo del año ha parecido una carga, 

después de la prueba ha sido un alivio. El resultado saldrá en el 
final de agosto.  ¡Ahora es sólo esperar lo mejor! 

 
¡Gracias Ms. Ghiotti!  
 
 
 

João Victor Rabelo Pires de Oliveira Galhego (´11) 
 
 
 
 

I think we are all really looking 

forward to a break...  

so why not have  

João Pedro  be our publicity boy? 
 

Ms. Mariana Rebello 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


